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BY-LAWS 



OF THE 



TOWN OF NEW-BEDFORD 



Section i. 

Digging Up Flagging^ 4rc 

No person shall break or dig up the flagging, pavement or ground 
in any of thd streets, lades, highways, squared or other public places 
in this town, ibr any purpose whatever, without the consent of one 
or more of the Street Committee first had and obtained, on pain of 
forfeiting for each offence a sum not exceeding five dollars. 

SECTION 11; 

Flagging, 4'^,, dug up, to be Repaired, 

Whosoever shall, by virtue of such consent, break or dig up the 
flagging, pavement or ground of any highway, street, lane or square 
in this town, or any part thereof, or cause the same or any part 
thereof, to be dug or broken up, shall, within such time or times as 
the Street Committee shall direct, cause the saine to be sufficiently 
repaired and amended to the satisfaction of the said Committee, on 
pain of forfeiting for neglect thereof, a sum not exceeding five dol- 
lars for each and every week thereafter until the same be amended 
and repaired as aforesaid. 

SECTION m. 
Regulations when Drains or Aqueducts are opened or laid. 

Whenever any drain or aqiieduct shall be oijctL^d Q\\ci5A,^<ii.^«t- 
son or persona doing the same or causing th^ aatn.^ XoXi^ \aw^,^>8^ 
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cause a rail or other sufficient fence to be erected so as to enclose 
such drain or aqueduct or so much thereof as shall be opened, togeth- 
er with ^1 such dirt, gravel or other material thrown therefrom, as 
shall be in or upon any street, latie, alley or other piiblic place in this 
town ; which fence shall be continued during the time such drain or 
aqueduct shall be open as aforesaid. And a lighted lantern, or some 
other proper and sufficient light, shall be fixed to some part of such 
fence or in some other proper manner, over such drain or aqueduct, 
and the dirt, gravel or other material taken from the same, and so 
kept from the beginning of twilight of the evening through the whole 
night, and be continued every evening and night during all the time 
such drain or aqueduct as shall be open or undergoing repair^ And 
whoever shall be guilty of a breach of any provision of this section, 
shall forfeit and pay for each offence a sum not exceeding five dollars. 

SECTION IV. 

Regulation^ tdhen a part of the Street is wanted for the 

purpose of Building or Repairing, 

Whenever any person or persons, being about to erect any build- 
ing upon land abuttiz^ on any of the highways, streets, lanes or other 
public places or squares in diis town, or to repair any building so 
abutting, shall wish to make use of any part of the said highway, 
street, lane or other public place or square, he or they shall make 
application to one or more of the Street Committee, who shall have 
authority to set off or allot such part or portion of the street, or other 
public place aforesaid, thereunto adjoining, as they in their discretion 
shall think necessary and suMcient for the purpose ; and the said per- 
son or persons shall usie no part of said street or othet* public place 
afbresaid, other than such part so allotted and set oflf as aibfresaid, for 
the deposite of materials for such building or repairing or of any rub- 
bish occasioned thereby t Provided that before any part of said street 
i^all be used as aforesaid, a suitable and sufficient post shall be firmly 
set up in the said street or other public place, at each end of the part 
80 allotted; and npon each of said posts a lantern or other sufficient 
light shall at the expense of the person so building or repairing be 
fixed, and kept lighted from the beginning of the twOigfat and through 
the evening and night, during all the time said portion of said street 
or other public place so allotted shall be used. And all rubbish there- 
by occasioned ahaU be reniOved and carried away at the expense of 
ihe peraon or persons so building or repairing, within such conven- 
Jeattime aa the Street Committee may dixecl. ^ndany person of- 
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fending against any of the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and 
pay for such offence a sum not exceeding five dollars. Provided 
nevertheless, that no part of any street or other public place shall be 
set off or allotted for a longer time than thirty days upon any on© 
application. 

SECTION V. 

No obsiruction to be placed on Stepping Stones. 

No person or persons shall place or cause to be placed, any car- 
riage of any description whatsoever, or any obstruction of any kind, 
upon or across any of the flag or stepping stones laid for the conven- 
ience of foot passengers in this town, under a penalty not exceeding 
five dollars for each offence. 

SECTION VI. 

Cord-Wood not to remain in the Streets unnecessaiily. 

No owner of Cord- Wood or other fire wood shall permit or suffer 
the same unnecessarily to be and remain in any of the streets, high- 
ways, lanes or other public places in this town, after dark in the even- 
ing. And in case the same must of necessity so remain, the said 
owner shall cause a sufficient light to be placed and kept over or near 
the same throughout the whole of the night, so as to give sufficient 
notice to all the inhabitants — nor shall any such wood, at any time, 
by day or by nighty be suffered to lay or remain in any street, high- 
way or other public place or square in the town, so as unnecessarily 
to encumber the same, nor shall the said wood be suffered to remain 
in said streets or other public places more than twenty-four hours at 
any one time; and whoever shall violate any of the provisions of this 
section, shall ^rfeit and pay for each offence a sum not exceeding 
five dollars. 

SECTION VII. 

Fire-Wood not to be Sawed or Piled on Side-Walks. 

No person shall saw or cut any fire-wood or cause the same to be 
sawed, cut or piled upon the foot or side-walks of any of the high- 
ways, streets or lanes of this town, under a penalty not exceeding 
tliree dollars for each offence. 

SECTION VIII. 

Games which are not to be Played in the Streets, 
No peraon shall play at baU, fiy a Vile, oi ^^^'fe ^qw\3l\!S^\>:%^^'«^ 
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sled, or play at other game so as to incommodate peaceable citLzenI 
ot passengers, in any street, highway, lane or public place in this 
town, under a penalty not eisceeding one dollar for each offence < 

SECTION Vi, 

Relating to Steps and Platforms in the SireetH. 

No person shall project any steps in front of his or her house, oi' 
other building or lot of land into any street, lane, alley, public square 
or place in the town, or suffer any steps so projected to remain mora 
than one foot from the front of said house or building or lot of land.* 
Nor shall any person construct, raise or continue any cellar-door 
platform above the even surface of the side-walk, under a penalty for 
either offence of the sum of two dollars — and a further penalty of two 
dollars for each and every Week that said step or platform shall be 
suffered to remain so projected or raised, after an order for the remo- 
rai thereof, by the Street Committee of said town. 

SECTION X. . 

No GoodSf Wares or Merchandise, to be suspended in the 

Streets, 

If any person shall, for any purpose whatever, intentionally place 
or cause to be placed, or ^sperided, 6r cause to be suspended from 
any house, shop, store, lot or place, oh or over any public highways, 
street, lane or alley in this town, any goods. Wares dr merchandise 
whatever, so that the same shall extend or project from the wall in 
front of said house, store or shop, lot or place, more than one foot 
towards or into the street, lane, highway or public place aforesaid, 
the person so offending shall forfeit and pay the sum of one dollar for 
every offence. 

SECTION XI. 

The Streets not to be Encumbered. 

If any person or persons shall place, or cause to be placed, any 
trunk, bale, box, crdte, cask, or any package, article or thing what- 
ever, on or over any part of any public street, lane or alley in this 
town, except as is provided in the last preceding Section, and shall 
suffer the same to remain more than three hours, or more than thirty 
minutes after notice to remove the same, given by one or more of the 
Street Committee, the person or persona so oSeti^va.^ fJaaWCotCalt 
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and ^y the sum of one dollar for every such offence : gf ^ vid ad , 
4hat notiiing horo i n. c ontained s hall s utond tn any gnnds, wrmine, o r 
^morohandiae plafcd in any ntrgot, Innn, or nWf7"^fortfae^'|mrpo9e^of 
, Ue'uiQ sold at Au e tion, p r gfiows t o a nd during the time of soto y 

SECTION XIL 
Street Dirt not to be taken without liberty. 

No person shall take any street dirt or manure from any street, 
lane, highway, or public place of the town, without liberty first ob- 
tained from the " Surveyor of highways *' and the Chairman or two 
other members of the board of " Overseers of the Poor," under th« 
penalty of two dollars for each and every offence. 

SECTION xm. 

Signs not to Project into the Streets. 

No person shall hang, affix, or fasten any sign on his or her house 
or lot, which shall project into -any of the streets of the town more 
than one foot beyond the front of his or her house or lot, or which, at 
its lowest part, shall be less than eight feet in height above the side- 
walk or street, under a penalty of four dollars for such .offence, and 
the like penalty for every week it shall remain after an order given 
by one or more of the Street Committee. 

SECTION XIV. 
Provisions for Awnings and Shades, 

It shall be lawinl^F^y person to place and fix awnings and 
shades atKt^vSmmii^ before his or her house, shop, or store, in any 
street in the town, conforming as nearly as may be to the outer line 
of the side-walk, and to cause such awnings or shades to be safely 
fixed and supported in such a manner as not to interfere with pas- 
sengers, so that the lowest part thereof shall be at no time less than 
seven feet in height above the side-walk or street under the same. 

SECTION XV. 

CartSf ^e., not to stand in the Streets except as provided 

in Section sixteenth. 

No person having the care of any cart or other vehicle slhall %^»xv^ 
with Ui0 ssme in any of the streets, loaea, «iVV«^«, ot oi^vt Y^i^^^>^^ 
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ces of the town, except as is provided in the next section, under a 
penalty not exceeding five dollars. 

SECTION XVI. 

Stands to be provided for Carts, Trucks and other vehicles. 

The Street Committee shall appoint suitable places in the town as 
stands for the use of persons bringing fire wood, stones, or lumber 
into the town for sale ; and also, if in their opinion the comfort and 
convenience of the public require, they shall appoint places for truck- 
men to stand with their vehicles, and for persons who may expose 
for sale in carts, wagons, or other vehicles, any other articles than 
those above enumerated; and said Committee shall give due notice 
of such places, by causing notifications thereof to be posted up in this 
and the adjoining towns : and all persons who shall, after such stands 
shall be appointed and notice given as aforesaid, occupy with their 
cart, truck, or other vehicle for the purposes aforesaid, any other pla- 
ces than those provided by said Committee, shall forfeit and pay a 
penalty not exceeding five dollars for each offence. 

SECTION xvn. 

Carriages not to he drawn on the Side-Walks, 

No person shall wheel or draw any hand cart, wheelbarrow, or 
hand sled or other carriage upon any sidewalk within the town under 
a penalty not exceeding five dollars for every offence. 

SECTION xvm. 

Teams not to be driven on the Side-Walks or against 

Curbing Stones. 

No team or any part thereof or any vehicle, shall be driven upon 
any sidewalk, or against the curbing stones thereof, except for the 
purpose of entering or approaching the premises of any individual 
fronting on the streets or highways, or to which no other convenient 
access exists, under a penalty not exceeding five dollars ; and all in- 
jury done by passing on or over the side-walk shall be replaced at the 
expense of the individual causing the same. 

SECTION XIX. 

Furious Driving, 
Any person who shall drive any horse or caxr\«i%^^\«\o>Ml^ throa^H 
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the highways, streets or lanes of this town to the danger of the citi- 
zens, shall for each offence pay a penalty of not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each offence. 

SECTION XX. 

Disfiguring Fences or Buildings. ^ 

Any person who shall intentionally disfigure any fence or building 
in this town, or wantonly write or draw thereupon obscene words or 
pictures, shall pay a penalty not exceeding fifteen dollars for each 
offence. 

SECTION XXI. 

Noisy Assemblages. 

Each and every boy or other person, who shall be concerned in 
any assemblage which shall by its noise disturb the quiet of any neigh- 
borhood, or in any way annoy the passengers in the highways, streets 
or lanes of this town, shall pay a penalty of not more than five dol- 
lars for each offence. 

SECTION XXII. 

Stacking and Spreading Fish, 

No fish shall be stacked or spread for the purpose of making ma- 
nure or manuring land in said town, within the following limits, to 
wit: the south Hne of Hay den Coggeshall's farm, north; the Abra- 
ham Ricketson house (so called) near Clark's Cove, south ; and from 
the river west to the Dartmouth line ; and any person or persons of^ 
fending against the provisions of this Section shall pay a penalty of 
not exceeding ten dollars for each offence. 

SECTION XXIII. 

Operation of By-Laws confined to a certain part oj the 

l^own. 

No penalty shall attach to any violation of the foregoing by-laws 
excepting that contained in the twenty-second section, "unless the of- 
fence shall have been committed within that part of the town of New- 
Bedford comprehended between the north end of Ray street, and the 
south line of South street, or of a line drawn easterly to the river, 
and westerly to the Dartmouth line from the north end of the first 
named street and in continuation of the &o\i\!l[i\\xi!& o^^<& q'^\«;c. 

-I 
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SECTION XXIV. 
Costs of Prosecution to be paid in addition to the Penalty. 

In all cases where a penalty shall be incurred by any person for 
any violation of the by-laws of said town, the said person shall be fur- 
ther liable to the costs of prosecution. 

SECTION XXV. 

Penalties to he paid to the Town Treasurer, 

All penalties that may be recovered for the breach of the foregoing 
by-lawa shall be paid to the town treasurer, and placed by him to the 
account of the fund to meet the incidental expenses of the town. 

SECTION XXVI. 

Street Committee to be appointed by the Selectmen, 

The Selectmen shall appoint two or more suitable persons to con- 
stitute a street Committee, who shall hold their offices during the year 
ibr which the Selectmen making the appointment shall be chosen 
(unless sooner removed by them) and until others shall be appointed 
ill their places. Said Committee shall perform all the duties assigned 
til em by the by-laws of the town ; and in addition thereto it shall be 
obligatory upon them to see that said by-laws are enforced, and to 
prosecute for all offences against the same ; and they shall be entitled 
to such compensation for their services as the Selectmen may consi- 
der proper ; but no prosecution for any breach of the provisions of 
tlie foregoing by-laws shall be sustained unless the same shall be 
commenced within six months afler the offence shall have been com- 
mitted. 

SECTION XXVII. 

Privy Vaults, 

No person shall remove the contents, or any part of the contents, 
of any Privy vault in the village of New-Bedford, or convey such 
contents or any part thereof through, or permit the same or any 
part thereof to stand or remain in any cart or other vehicle, or other- 
wise, upon any of the streets, lanes, alleys, or other public places of 
the village, between the hours of four o'clock in the morning and ten 
o'clock in the evening, at any time from ihe first day of March, to the 
first day of December; nor at any other time in the year, between the 
rising and setting of the sun, uuder a penalty not exceeding five dol 
Jajv for each offence. 
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BY-LAWS IN RELATION TO DOGS. 

SECTION I. 

The Selectmen, annually, as soon after their election to the office 
of Selectnmn as may be, shall appoint some suitable person, who 
shall give security for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, 
to be Register of Dogs, who shall annually account to the Select- 
men for all fines and taxes collected by him as hereafter provided, 
and who shall receive as a full compensation for all services hereinaf- 
ter named, the sum oT fifty dollars annually. And the Selectmen 
shall, on or before the first day of May next, appoint some suitable 
person to be Register of Dogs, as aforesaid, to hold his office until 
the annual appointment as above, 

SECTION II. 

No Dog belonging to or kept by any inhabitant of the town, shall 
go at large within the limits of said town, at any season of the year, 
unless the owner or keeper of such dog shall be licensed to permit 
such dog to go at large as aforesaid, in the manner hereinailer pro* 
vided. 

SECTION III. 

The Register of Dogs in said town, may grant a license to any in- 
habitant of said town for his or her dog to go at large within the lim- 
its of said town, upon the condition that such dog shall wear a collar 
with the name of the owner or keeper, and the word *' Licensed " 
distinctly marked thereon. And every person procuring such license, 
shall pay therefor annually the sum of two dollars. 

SECTION IV. 

Any person permitting his or her dog to go at large in said town, 
in violation of either of the aforesaid By-Laws, shall forfeit and pay 
the sum of ten dollars, and the further sum of ten dollars if said dog 
wear a collar without license, together with the costs of prosecution 
for each and every ofiTence, one half of the additional fine of ten dol- 
lars to go to the Register of Dogs, which shall be in addition to the 
compensation allowed by the first Section of these by-laws, and the 
other half to the informer. And it is hereby made the duty of the 
Register of Dogs, rigidly to enforce the aforesaid provisions, and to 
prosecute for every violation of these by-laws that shall come to hia 
knowledge. 
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^ DOGS. 

SECTION V. 

The Register of Dogs shall offer a reward of fifty cents for the de- 
struction of each and every dog found going at large contrary to the 
provisions of the foregoing by-laws, and shall pay the same fVom 
sums received for licenses, from fines received for violation of said 
by-laws, or from money in the treasury under the direction of the 
Selectmen. 



ORDINANCES FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
THE TOWN FROM FIRE. 

Ordinance First, No person shall be permitted to carry fire, fire 
brands, lighted matches, or any other ignited material, in the streets 
or thoroughfares of the Village of New-Bedford, unless the same 
shall be contained in an earthern or metallic vessel, with an earthern 
or metallic cover. Every person who shall violate the provisions of 
this Ordinance, shall, for each and every offence, forfeit and pay the 
sum of Twenty Dollars. 

Ordinance Second. If any person within the limits of said Village 
of New-Bedford, shall erect or maintain any defective chimney, 
hearth, oven, stove, stove pipe, fire frame, furnace or other fixture, 
deposite for ashes, or shall keep within their premises any mixture 
which may produce spontaneous combustion, each and every person 
so offending shall forfeit and pay for each and every offence a penal- 
ty of Twenty Dollars. 

Ordinance Third. Whenever any person, within the limits of such 
village, shall permit such quantities of shavings to accumulate on the 
premises owned or occupied by him, as in the opinion of any one of 
the Fire Wards who may be called upon to view the same, shall be 
considered as endangering the safety of the town, it shall be the duty 
of the owner or occupant of said premises, forthwith to remove such 
accumulation, when requested so to do by the Fire Ward who has 
made the examination ; and if, upon such notice being given, the 
person notified shall not within forty-eight hours thereafter comply 
with it, he shall forfeit and pay a penalty of Twenty Dollars. 

Ordinance Fourth. It shall be the duty of any Fire Ward, to whom 
complaint may be made that an offence against either of the regula- 
t/ons contained in the foregoing Ordinances has been committed, to 
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enter the premises where the said erection or accumulation is kept o^^ 
maintained, and examine the same ; and for this purpose he shall 
have free access to the premises complained against ; and if the own- 
er or occupant shall hinder or obstruct the said Fire Ward in the 
examination of said premises, he or she shall forfeit and pay a penalty 
of Twenty Dollars. 

Ordinance Fifth. Whenever a violation of the foregoing Ordi^ 
nances shall come to the knowledge of either of the Members of the 
Board of Fire Wards, he shall give notice tliereof to tlie Town Clerk 
in writing, if in his opinion a prosecution is required, that the person 
offending may be prosecuted according to law. 

Ordinance Sixth. By the " Village of New-Bedford," whenever 
used in the foregoing Ordinances, shall be understood that part of the 
Town of New-Bedford comprehended between the north side of 
Willis street and the south side of South street, or of a line drawn 
easterly to the river, or westerly to the Dartmoutli line, in continua- 
tion of the north line of the first named street and the south line of 
the other. 

ORDINANCE IN RELATION TO THE KEEPING 

OF GUNPOWDER. 

PASSED JUNK 3d, 1836. 

No gunpowder shall be kept in any place withiu the limits of New 
Bedford, unless the same shall be well secured in tight casks or can- 
nisters ; and no gunpowder above the quantity of fifty pounds, shall 
be kept or deposited in any shop, store, or other building or in any 
ship or vessel which shall be within the distance of twenty-five rods 
from any other building or wharf: and no gunpowder above the 
quantity of twenty-five pounds shall be kept or deposited in any shop, 
store or other building within ten rods of any other building : and no 
gunpowder above the quantity of one pound shall be kept or deposi- 
ted in any shop, store or other building withiu ten rods of any other 
building in such town unless the same be well secured in copper, tin 
or brass cannisters holding not exceeding five pounds each, and 
closely covered with copper, brass, or tin covers. It shall be the duty 
of the Selectmen under the direction and at the expense of the town, 
to provide a suitable place where gunpowder may be kept and de- 
posited, and they shall make such regulations for the government of 
those who may avail themselves of Uie \)Tcl.\'vle^^s ^^ NJsvvi. ■^^^^'c.^vi* 
designated as they may consider necesiivity . 

2 
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CERTAIN MUNICIPAL REGULATIONS 



OF POLICE. 



Theatrical Exhihilions and Public Shows. 
Revised Statutes — Chap. 58. 

Section 1. The Selectmen of any town may at any meeting held 
for that purpose, license all theatrical exhibitions, public shows and 
exhibitions of any description, to which admission is obtained on 
payment of money, upon such terms and conditions as they shall 
think reasonable, and may regulate the same in such a manner as 
they shall think necessary for the preservation of order and decorum, 
and to prevent the interruption of the public peace : provided, that 
no such license shall be in force for a longer time, than the time for 
which such Selectmen shall have been elected to office. 

Section 2. Any person, who shall set up or promote any such ex- 
hibition or show, or shall publish or advertise the same, or otherwise 
aid or assist therein, without license first obtained, as provided in the 
preceding section, or contrary to the terms and conditions of such 
license, or while the same is suspended, shall forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding two hundred dollars. 

Section 3. Any Justice of the Peace, within his County upon com- 
plaint made of any offence against the provisions of the preceding 
Section shall bind overall persons so offending, to appear at the next 
Court of Common Pleas, and shall also require such persons to find 
sureties, for the keeping of the peace and being of good behavior, 
until such term of the Court, and shall commit such persons upon 
their refusing or neglecting to recognize and find sureties as aforesaid. 

Livery Stables; Sailmakers and Rigger'' s Lofts. 

Section 4. If any person shall occupy or use any building what- 
ever in any maritime town for the business or employment of a sail- 
maker or rigger or keeper of a livery stable except in such parts of 
die town as the Selectmen thereof shall dVtecV.Vie s\\^\ foxl^iw ^ %\wsi 
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not exceeding fifty dollars for every month during which he shall so 
occupy or use such building, and in the like proportion for a longer 
or shorter time. 

Rockets, Squibs and Gunpowder. 

Section 5. If any person shall have in his possession with intent to 
Bell, or shall offer for sale or shall sell or give away any of the fire- 
works called rockets, crackers, squibs or serpents, without first hav- 
ing obtained the license of the Selectmen of the town, he shall for 
every such offence forfeit a sum not exceeding ten dollars, to the use 
of the town in' which the offence shall have been committed. 

Section 6. If any person shall have in his possession with intent to 
set fire to or shall set fire to any rocket, cracker, squib or serpent, or 
shall throw any lighted rocket, cracker, squib or serpent within any 
town without a license of the Selectmen, he shall for every offence, 
forfeit a sum not exceeding ten dollars to the use of the town in 
which the offence shall have been committed. 

Section 7. The inhabitants of every town may order that no gun- 
powder shall be kept in any place within the hmits of such town un- 
less the same shall be well secured in tight casks or cannisters; and 
that no gunpowder above the quantity of fifty pounds shall be kept or 
deposited in any shop, store, or other building, or in any sliip or ves- 
sel which shall be witliin the distance of twenty -five rods from any 
other building or wharf; that no gunpowder above the quantity of 
twenty-five pounds shall be kept or deposited in any ship, store or 
other building within ten rods of any other building ; that no gun- 
powder above the quantity of one pound shall be kept or deposited 
in any shop, store or other building within ten rods of any other 
building in such town, unless the same De well secured in copper, 
tin or brass cannisters, holding not exceeding five pounds each, and 
closely covered with copper, brass or tin covers. 

Section 8. Upon complaint made to any Justice of the Peace by 
either of the Selectmen or Fire Wards of any tow^n that he has pro- 
bable cause to suspect and doth suspect that gunpowder is deposited 
and kept within the limits of the town contrary to law, such Justice 
may issue his warrant directed to either of the constables of such 
town, ordering him to enter any shop, store or other building or ves- 
sel specified in said warrant, and there to make diligent search for 
the gunpowder suspected to have been deposited or kept as afore- 
said, and to make return of his doings to said Justice f<^\lVvv4^. 

Sccllon 9. If any person shall comrcuX e\\)[\e\ cil ^^ ^SSfcXiR.^"!^"asK^- 



16 STATE POLICE REGULATIONS. 

tioned in the two preceding sections, he shall forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding twenty dollars to the use of the town, to be recovered by 
complaint before any Justice of the Peace ; provided that the four 
preceding sections shall not extend to any manufactory of gunpow- 
der, nor in any case to prevent the transportation of gunpowder 
through any town, or from one part of any town to another part 
thereof. 

Dogs. 

Section 10. The inhabitants of any town may make such by-laws 
concerning the licensing, regulating and restraining of dogs going at 
large as they shall deem expedient, and may affix any penalties not 
exceeding ten dollars for any breach thereof; provided that no such 
by-law shall extend to any dog not owned or kept in such town, and 
that no person shall be obliged to pay more than two dollars annu- 
ally for any license granted under the provisions of this section. 

Section 11. All money received for the several licenses mentioned 
in this chapter in any town, shall be paid to the Treasurer for the use 
of the town. 

Section 12. Every person who shall keep or own any dog, shall 
cause to be constantly kept, about the neck of sucha dog, a collar, 
with the name and place of residence of such owner or keeper legi- 
bly marked on the same ; and any person may kill any dog being 
without a collar as aforesaid. 

Section 13. Every owner or keeper of any dog, shall forfeit to 
any person injured by such dog, double the amount of the damage 
sustained by him to be recovered in an action of trespass, and in such 
action, the defendant may plead the general issue, and give any spe- 
cial matter in evidence in excuse or justification. 

Section 14. Any person may kill any dog that shall suddenly as- 
sault him while he is peaceably walking or riding anywhere out of 
the enclosure of the owner or keeper of such dog ; and any person 
may kill any dog, that shall be found out of the enclosure or immedi- 
ate call of its owner or keeper, worrying, wounding or killing any 
neat cattle, sheep or lambs. 

Section 15. If any person shall be assaulted by any dog in manner 
as aforesaid, or if any dog shall hereafter be found strolling out of 
the enclosure or immediate call of its owner or keeper, and if such 
person shall, at any time witliin forty- eight hours after such an as- 
sault, or the finding of such dog strolling as aforesaid, make oath 
thereof, before any Justice of the Peace for the County, or before the 
CJerk of the town where the owner of such dog 8\vaW dwe^,^TkAsW\V 
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further swear that he suspects such dog to be a dangerous or mis- 
chievous dog, and shall give notice thereof to such owner or keeper, 
by delivering him a certificate of such oath signed by such Justice or 
Clerk, the owner or keeper of such dog shall forthwith kill or confine 
the same ; and if he shall neglect so to do, for the space of twenty- 
four hours, after notice is given as aforesaid, he shall forfeit the sum 
of ten dollars, to be recovered to the use of the town, on complaint 
before any Justice of the Peace. 

Section 16. If after such notice such dog shall not be killed or 
coufiued, but ^hall again be found strolling out of the enclosure or 
immediate call of its owner or keeper, any person may kill such dog; 
and in any suit brought therefor, the defendant may plead the gene- 
ral issue and give the special matter in evidence. 

Section 17. If any dog after notice given to the owner or keeper, 
as before provided, shall by any sudden assault, in manner as afore- 
said, wound, or cause to be wounded, any person, or shall worry, 
wound or kill any neat cattle, sheep or lambs, or do any other mis- 
chief, the owner or keeper shall be liable to pay to the person injured 
thereby treble damage, to be recovered with costs, by action of debt. 

Drains, 
Revised Statutes — Chap. 27. 

Section 1. If any person shall dig or break up the ground in any 
highway, street or lane, in any town, for the laying, altering or re- 
pairing of any drain, or common sewer, without the consent of the 
Selectmen in writing, he shall forfeit the sum of five dollars for each 
offence, to the use of the town, to be recovered by the Treasurer 
thereof. 

Section 2. All drains and common sewers, which shall hereafter 
be made or repaired in any street or highway, shall be substantially 
made or repaired with brick or stone, or with such other materials 
and in such manner, as the Selectmen of the town shall permit or 
direct. 

Section .3. When any person shall by the consent and under the 
direction of the Selectmen, at his own charge, make and lay any 
common sewer or main drain, for the benefit of himself and others, 
who may think fit to join therein, every person who afterwards shall 
enter his particular drain into the same, or by any more remote 
means shall receive any benefit thereby, for the draining of his cellar 
or land, shall pay to the owners of such cotawvow^ftvaet ^wsnscckv^^sssv 
a proportionate part of the charge oC makvw^ wi^ \«\»^vtva%^^ «wsi»^ 
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to be ascertained by tlie Selectmen of the town, and certified under 
their hands ; saving always to the party aggrieved by any such deter^ 
mination, a right of a2)peal to the County Conunissioners. 

Section 4. When any common sewer or main drain shall bir 
stopped or gone to decay, so that it shall be necessary to open the 
same in order to repair it, or to remove such stoppage, all the per- 
sons who shall i)e benefitted by such repair or removal of obstniction , 
as well as those who do not, as those who do, cause such repairs to 
be made or obstruction to be removed, shall pay to tlie person incur- 
ing the expense, their proportional parts thereof, to be ascertained 
and certified by the Selectmen as aforesaid, saving to the party ag- 
grieved an appeal as provided in the preceding section. 

Section 5. Every person so required to pay his proportional part 
of the expense of making or repairing any drain or common sewer, 
shall have notice of tlie same, aitd of the person to whom the same isi 
to be paid ; and if he shall not pay the same witliin seven days after 
such notice, to the person authorized by the Selectmen to receive it, 
he shall be held to pay double the amount certified by the Selectmen 
as aforesaid, with all expenses arising upon such iieglect; and the 
person so authorized by the Selectmen may recover the said doable 
amount and expenses, in an action in his own name lor money laid 
out and expended. 

Section 6. Any person who shfiU have occasion to open a com- 
mon sewer or main drain, in order to clear and repair the same, shalf, 
seven days at least before he begins to open the same, give notice te 
all parties interested, by advertising in such manner as the Selectn^en 
may direct, that such parties may, if they think proper, object thereto-, 
and state their objections in person or in writing to the Selectmen ; 
and if the Selectmen shall judge the objections reasonable, the parties 
making the same shall not be held to pay any part of such expenses ; 
but if they do not make their objections as aforesaid to the Selectmen 
within three days after such notice, or if the objections shall not be 
adjudged reasonable, the Selectmen shall, in writing, under their 
hands, give liberty to the persons applying, to open such common 
sewer Or main drain, and to clear and repair the same ; and all per- 
sons interested therein shall pay their proportions as before provided. 

Section 7. Notliing contained in this chapter, shall in any manner 
aftect any covenants or agreements among the proprietors of such 
drains or common t ewers. 
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Alien Passengers, 

SuPPLEMKIfT TO THE ReVISED STATUTES — ChAP. 238. 

Section 1. When any vessel shall arrive at any port or harbour 
within tliis State, from any port or place without the same, with alien 
passengers on board, tlie officer or officers whom the Mayor and Al- 
dermen or the city or the Selectmen of the town where it is proposed 
to land snch passengers, are hereby authorized and required to ap- 
point, shall go on board such vessel and examine into the condition 
of said passengers. 

Section 2. If on such examination there shall be found amioug 
said passengers any lunatic, idiot, maimed, aged or infirm persons, 
incompetent in the opinion of the officer so examining to maintain 
themselves, or who have been paupers in any other country, n»-sueh 
alien passenger shall be permitted to land, until the master, owner^ 
consignee, or agent of such vessel shall have given to such -city or 
town, a bond in the sum of One thousand dollars, with good and suf- 
ficient surety, that no such lunatic or indigent passenger shall become 
a city, town or State charge, within ten years from the date of said 
bond. 

Section 3. No alien passengers, other than those spoken of in the 
preceding section, shall be permitted to land until the master, owner, 
consignee or agent of such vessel, shall pay to the regularly appoin- 
ted boarding officer, the sum of two dollars for each passenger so 
landing; and the money so collected, shall be paid into the treasury . 
of tlie city or town, to be appropriated as the city or town may direct, 
for the support of foreign paupers. 

Section 4. The officer or officers required in the first section of 
this act, to be appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, or the Select- 
men respectively, shall, from time to time, notify the pilots of the 
port of the said city or town, of the place or places where the said 
examination is to be made, and the said pilots shall be required to 
anchor all such vessels at the place so appointed, and require said 
vessels there to remain till such examination shall be had ; and any 
pilot who shall refuse or neglect to perform the duty imposed upon 
him by this section, or who shall, through negligence or design per- 
mit any alien passenger to land before such examination shall be had, 
shall forfeit to the city or town a sum not less than fifty, nor more 
than two thousand dollars. 

Section 5. The provisions of this act shall not apply to any vessel 
coming on shore in distress, or to any alien passeu^'ftX'i^ \a5«*.\vSx<i\CL 
SiDy wreck when life is in danger. '*■ 
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Revised Statutes — Chap. 4G. 

SectUm 28. If any master or commanding officer of any vessel, 
■hall land or permit to be landed, any alien passenger, contrary to 
the provisions of the preceding sections, the master or commanding 
officer of such vessel, or the owner or consignee thereof, shall forfeit 
the sum of two hundred dollars, for every alien passenger so landed : 
Provided always, that the provisions aforesaid shall not be construed 
to extend to seamen, sent from foreign 2)laces by consuls or vice- 
consuls of the United States. 

Section 29. If any master or commanding officer of any vessel 
■hall land any alien passenger, at any place witliin tliis State, other 
than that to which such vessel shall be destined, with intent to avoid 
the rgquirements aforesaid, such master or commanding officer ^all 
forfeit the sum of One hundred dollars for every alien passenger so 
landed. 

Duties of Town Clerk and of Parents in relation to a 

Registry of Births and Deaths. 

Revised Statutes — Chap. 15. 

The town clerk shall keep a record of the births and deaths of all 
persons within his town, and coming to his knowledge ; and he shall 
specify in such record, the day of each birth and death, and the names 
of the parents of such persons, if known. 

Parents shall give notice to the clerk of the town of all the births 
and deaths of their children ; and every householder shall give the 
like notice of every birth and death happening in his house ; and the 
eldest person next of kin shall give notice of the death of his kindred ; 
and the keeper of any alms-house, work-house, house of correction, 
prison or hospital, and the master or commanding officer of any ship, 
shall give the like notice of every birth and death, happening among 
the persons under his charge ; and every person neglecting to give such 
notice, for the space of six months, after the birth or death shall have 
happened, shall forfeit to the use of the town, a sum not exceeding JivB 
dollars. 
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